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DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Nancy Kassebaum's (Belleville-East) First Team Academic All-American
honor was one of six received this spring by Eastern Illinois University softball and
baseball athletes.
Sponsored by the College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA), the
academic award winners must have at least a 3.0 grade point average.
Kassebaum, a senior shortstop, was chosen to the First Team after leading the
softball Panthers to a 20-10 record in its first year of NCAA Division I play.
She hit .402, scored 22 runs, had eight doubles, three triples and stole eight
bases in nine attempts.
Second Team All-American honors went to outfielder Mary Tiegs (Lake Bluff-Libertyville) and second baseman Sharon Cizek (Lyons-Morton West).
Gateway Collegiate All-Conference Team.
batted in.

Tiegs was chosen to the

She hit .357 and led the team with 20 runs

She had eight doubles, two triples and two homers.

Cizek batted .280.

First baseman Jeff Yocum (Ottawa) and pitcher Marshall Crutcher (Tower Hill) were
named Honorable Mention All-Americans for the Panther baseball team.
Yocum, a four year letterman, batted .345 with three homers and 29 RBis.

He finished

No. 6 on EIU's all-time career list with 80 RBis, and No. 7 with 127 hits.
Crutcher, who was 3-4 this spring, pitched 42 1/3 innings, most on the staff, and
walked only eight batters.

That's the best walks-per-inning ratio of anyone on the team.

Softball pitcher Kathy Richards (Pittsfield) was also named to the Honorable Mention
list.

She was 9-4 this season with a 1.28 ERA, had four shutouts and a one hitter.
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